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GCE AS and A Level in
GERMAN (Wales)
SUMMARY OF ASSESSMENT
This specification is divided into a total of 5 units, 2 AS units and 3 A2 units. Weightings
noted below are expressed in terms of the full A level qualification.

AS (2 units)
AS Unit 1: Speaking
Non-exam assessment: 12-15 minutes (plus additional
15 minutes preparation time)
12% of qualification
48 marks
Task 1
Arguing a point of view based on a written stimulus card
(5-6 minutes)
Task 2
Discussion based on a second written stimulus card
(7-9 minutes)
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any
part of the assessment.
AS Unit 2: Listening, reading, translation and critical
response in writing
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
28% of qualification
84 marks
Section A: Listening
Section B: Reading
Section C: Translation – from German into English/Welsh
Section D: Critical response in writing
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any
part of the assessment.
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GCE AS and A LEVEL GERMAN 3

A Level (the above plus a further 3 units)
A2 Unit 3: Speaking
Non-exam assessment: 11-12 minutes
18% of qualification

72 marks

Independent research project
(a) Presentation of independent research project (2 minutes)
(b) Discussion on the content of the independent research
project (9-10 minutes)
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part
of the assessment.
A2 Unit 4: Listening, reading and translation
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
30% of qualification

100 marks

Section A: Listening
Section B: Reading
Section C: Translation – from English/Welsh into German
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part
of the assessment.
A2 Unit 5: Critical and analytical response in writing
(closed-book)
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
12% of qualification
40 marks
One essay question–based on the study of one literary work
taken from the prescribed list
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries or texts in
any part of the assessment.

This is a unitised specification which allows for an element of staged assessment.
Assessment opportunities will be available in the summer assessment period each year,
until the end of the life of the specification.
Unit 1 and Unit 2 will be available in 2017 (and each year thereafter) and the AS qualification
will be awarded for the first time in summer 2017.
Unit 3, Unit 4 and Unit 5 will be available in 2018 (and each year thereafter) and the A level
qualification will be awarded for the first time in summer 2018.
Qualification Number
listed on The Register:
GCE AS: 603/0286/0
GCE A level: 603/0281/1
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Qualifications Wales Approval Number
listed on QiW:
GCE AS: C00/0796/8
GCE A level: C00/0796/5

GCE AS and A LEVEL GERMAN 5

GCE AS and A LEVEL
GERMAN
1 INTRODUCTION
1.1 Aims and objectives
The WJEC AS and A level in German provides an engaging and exciting opportunity
for learners to build on their previous study of German. Through social, intellectual
and cultural themes learners will be able to develop their linguistic knowledge and
cultural understanding of the countries or communities where the language is
spoken. An opportunity to study literature and film will allow learners to undertake a
deeper analysis of language structures and increase their cultural awareness as part
of an integrated approach to language learning. A strong focus is placed on building
learners' confidence and fluency in spoken German using relevant and topical
themes. The requirement to research an area of personal interest related to the
country or countries where the language of study is spoken aims to enhance
learners' cultural appreciation and enable them to gain a greater awareness of
intercultural differences.
The WJEC GCE AS and A level in German encourages learners to:
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enhance their linguistic skills and promote and develop their capacity for critical
thinking on the basis of their knowledge and understanding of the language,
culture and society of the countries or communities where the language is spoken
develop control of the language system to convey meaning, using spoken and
written skills, including an extended range of vocabulary, for both practical and
intellectual purposes as increasingly confident, accurate and independent users
of the language
develop their ability to interact effectively with users of the language in speech
and in writing, including through online media
develop language learning skills and strategies, including communication
strategies to sustain communication and build fluency and confidence
engage critically with intellectually stimulating texts, films and other materials in
the original language, developing an appreciation of sophisticated and creative
uses of the language and understanding them within their cultural and social
context
develop knowledge about matters central to the society and culture, past and
present, of the countries or communities where the language is spoken
mediate between cultures and between speakers of the language and speakers
of English/Welsh
foster their ability to learn other languages
equip themselves with transferable skills such as autonomy, resourcefulness,
creativity, critical thinking, and linguistic, cultural and cognitive flexibility that will
enable them to proceed to further study or to employment
develop their capacity for critical and analytical thinking through the language of
study
develop as independent researchers through the language of study.
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1.2 Prior learning and progression
Any requirements set for entry to a course following this specification are at the
discretion of centres. It is reasonable to assume that many learners will have
achieved qualifications equivalent to Level 2 at KS4. Skills in
Numeracy/Mathematics, Literacy/English and Information Communication
Technology will provide a good basis for progression to this Level 3 qualification.
This specification builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills established at
GCSE.
This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study of German or a related
area through a range of higher education courses, progression to the next level of
vocational qualifications or employment. In addition, the specification provides a
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study for learners who do not progress
to further study in this subject.
This specification is not age specific and, as such, provides opportunities for learners
to extend their life-long learning.

1.3 Equality and fair access
This specification may be followed by any learner, irrespective of gender, ethnic,
religious or cultural background. It has been designed to avoid, where possible,
features that could, without justification, make it more difficult for a learner to achieve
because they have a particular protected characteristic.
The protected characteristics under the Equality Act 2010 are age, disability, gender
reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex and sexual
orientation.
The specification has been discussed with groups who represent the interests of a
diverse range of learners, and the specification will be kept under review.
Reasonable adjustments are made for certain learners in order to enable them to
access the assessments (e.g. candidates are allowed access to a Sign Language
Interpreter, using British Sign Language). Information on reasonable adjustments is
found in the following document from the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ):
Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments: General and Vocational
Qualifications.
This document is available on the JCQ website (www.jcq.org.uk). As a consequence
of provision for reasonable adjustments, very few learners will have a complete
barrier to any part of the assessment.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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1.4 Welsh Baccalaureate
In following this specification, learners should be given opportunities, where
appropriate, to develop the skills that are being assessed through the Skills
Challenge Certificate within the Welsh Baccalaureate:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Literacy
Numeracy
Digital Literacy
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
Planning and Organisation
Creativity and Innovation
Personal Effectiveness.

1.5 Welsh perspective
In following this specification, learners should be given opportunities, where
appropriate, to consider a Welsh perspective if the opportunity arises naturally from
the subject matter and if its inclusion would enrich learners’ understanding of the
world around them as citizens of Wales as well as the UK, Europe and the world.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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2 SUBJECT CONTENT
This GCE AS and A level specification offers learners a rich and comprehensive
insight into the social fabric, political, intellectual and artistic culture of the countries
and communities where German is spoken.
The specification content covers the two main areas of interest:
i.
ii.

social issues and trends
political, intellectual and artistic culture.

Under these two areas of interest a total of four themes have been chosen to offer
learners an extensive and pertinent learning experience. These four themes are in
turn divided into sub-themes.
Area of interest (i)
Social issues and trends

Area of interest (ii)
Political, intellectual and artistic culture

Theme 1: (AS)
Being a young person in German-speaking
society

Theme 2: (AS)
Understanding the German-speaking world






Family structures, traditional and modern
values, friendships / relationships
Youth trends, issues and personal
identity
Educational and employment
opportunities
Theme 3: (A level)
Diversity and difference






Migration and integration
Cultural identity and marginalisation
Cultural enrichment and celebrating
difference
Discrimination and diversity



Regional culture and heritage in Germany,
German-speaking countries and
communities
Literature, art, film and music in the
German- speaking world

Theme 4: (A level)
The Making of Modern Germany: 1989 onwards





Initial and subsequent process of
reunification
Social cohesion in present-day Germany
Artistic and political movements
Economic impact of a united Germany

For each area of interest i and ii, Themes 1 and 2 will be studied at AS and Themes
3 and 4 will be studied at A level.
The themes Being a young person in German-speaking society and Diversity and
difference are ones which resonate in the lives of young people today, enabling the
learner to empathise with issues and deepen their knowledge of how they affect the
countries or communities where German is spoken. Understanding the Germanspeaking world immerses learners in the culture and heritage of Germany and
German-speaking countries and communities. The fourth theme The Making of
Modern Germany 1989 onwards introduces learners to a country specific theme
focusing on a key period in the history of Germany, including significant events in
political, intellectual and artistic culture, which have helped shape the country as it is
today. This is an exciting innovation enabling learners to develop and build upon
knowledge, understanding and cultural appreciation by the use of authentic spoken
and written sources in a stimulating course of study.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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While studying these areas of interest and related themes learners will develop
knowledge and understanding of the countries or communities where German is
spoken through speaking, listening, reading and writing. The themes can be related
to any country or community where German is the spoken language.
This qualification is made up of a total of five units: two at AS and three at A level.
Units 1 (AS) and 3 (A level) are speaking assessments; Unit 2 (AS) is a combined
listening, reading, translation and critical writing examination; Unit 4 (A level) is a
combined listening, reading and translation examination. Unit 5 (A level) is a critical
and analytical writing examination.
For Unit 2, learners will be required to study one film, and for Unit 5, one literary text,
taken from a list of prescribed works.
The list of prescribed works can be found on pages 13 (film) and 19 (literature) of this
specification.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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2.1 AS UNITS
Unit 1: Speaking
Non-exam assessment: 12-15 minutes (plus additional 15 minutes
preparation)
12% of qualification
48 marks
The speaking assessment will last 12-15 minutes in total. In addition, prior to
commencement of the assessment, candidates will have 15 minutes preparation
time.
The candidate will choose two stimulus cards, one from set A and one from set B,
at the beginning of the preparation period. Stimulus material will be in German.
Cards from Set A will be based on the theme Understanding the Germanspeaking world. Cards from Set B will be based on the theme Being a young
person in German-speaking society.
See section 3.2 for full details of the speaking assessment.
Task 1
Arguing a point of view based on written stimulus card (5-6 minutes)
Task 2
Discussion based on a second written stimulus card with three questions
(7-9 minutes)
The candidate may choose the order in which they attempt the tasks.
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the
assessment.

In Unit 1 candidates will be required to employ the following skills:
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using language spontaneously to initiate communication; ask and answer
questions; express thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; develop
arguments; persuade; and analyse and evaluate in speech, including interaction
with speakers of the language
applying knowledge of pronunciation, morphology and syntax, vocabulary and
idiom to communicate accurately and coherently, using a range of expression –
including the grammar requirements outlined in Appendix A
using language learning skills and strategies, including communication strategies
such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-correction and repair
strategies.
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Unit 2: Listening, reading, translation and critical response in writing
Written examination: 2 hours 30 minutes
28% of qualification
84 marks
The stimulus material will be in German, based on the two AS themes under the
areas of interest: social issues and trends and political, intellectual and
artistic culture.
There will be four sections:
Section A: Listening
Question types may include true/false statements, multiple choice and gap-fill
questions.
Section B: Reading
Questions may include multiple choice, gap-fill questions and
summary/assimilation style questions.
Section C: Translation
An unseen passage or passages from German into English/Welsh (minimum 70
words).
Section D: Critical response in writing
Candidates are required to write one essay of approximately 300 words on the
film they have studied from the prescribed list (see page 13).
This response will require an in-depth critical response in German to an aspect or
aspects of the film studied.
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the
assessment.

In Unit 2 candidates will be expected to demonstrate their competence in the
following skills:
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listening and responding to spoken passages including some extended passages
from a range of different contexts and sources, adapted as necessary, covering
different registers and types, including authentic communication involving one or
more speakers
reading and responding to a variety of texts including some extended texts
written for different purposes and audiences drawn from a range of authentic
sources, including contemporary, historical and literary, fiction and non-fiction
texts, adapted as necessary
understanding the main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material
inferring meaning from complex spoken and written material, including factual
and abstract content
assimilating and using information from spoken and written sources, including
material from online media
summarising information from spoken and written sources, reporting key points
and subject matter in speech and writing
translating an unseen passage or passages from German into English/Welsh.
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Studying the film
For Unit 2 Section D, a set of four carefully selected authentic feature films in
German is offered for study in this specification. The films in the prescribed list reflect
cultural and literary elements in the development of the countries/communities where
German is spoken. Through the study of the chosen film, the learner will:
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develop a detailed understanding of the chosen film in German
acquire the skills to appreciate and analyse the film
demonstrate an appreciation of the concepts and issues covered
be able to respond critically in writing to the film in German
be able to give a critical response to aspects such as the structure of the plot,
characterisation, and use of imagery or other stylistic features, as appropriate to
the film studied
engage critically with stimulating films in German, developing an appreciation of
sophisticated and creative uses of the language and understanding them within
their cultural and social context.
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Prescribed works at AS
Four films are available for study at AS. Candidates are required to study only one.

Works: Film
1.

Til Schweiger: Barfuss
A feature film (2005)

2.

Hϋseyin Tabak: Das Pferd auf dem Balkon
A feature film (2012)

3.

Bettina Blümner: Scherbenpark
A feature film (2013)

4.

Benjamin Quabeck: Nichts bereuen
A feature film (2001)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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2.2 A2 UNITS
Unit 3: Speaking
Non-exam assessment: 11-12 minutes
18% of qualification
72 marks
The speaking assessment will last 11-12 minutes in total and comprises one task.
See section 3.2 for full details of the speaking assessment.
Task - Independent research project
This is in two parts, (a) and (b).
(a)

Presentation of independent research project (2 minutes)
2 minutes for the candidate’s uninterrupted spoken presentation of the
research project.

(b)

Discussion on independent research project (9-10 minutes)
9-10 minutes discussion on the research project. This discussion should
focus on the content of the research, not the process.

Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the
assessment.

The independent research project
Unit 3, the speaking assessment at A level, involves the independent research
project. It provides learners with the opportunity to choose an area of personal
interest for independent study through which they will be encouraged to broaden their
knowledge and appreciation of the countries or communities where German is
spoken. This unit gives opportunities for learners to select an aspect of study that
interests them related to the countries or communities where German is spoken.
Learners are required to independently conduct the research project to develop the
skills listed below. It is important that centres give guidance to learners when they are
selecting a subject for the independent research project and direct them to the
assessment objectives relevant to the non-exam assessment.
For the independent research project, learners may choose a subject linked to
one of the themes or to one of the prescribed literary works and films.
However, learners must not base their independent research project on the
same literary text or film that they refer to in their written assessment (i.e. in AS
Unit 2 and A level Unit 5). Alternatively, learners may choose a subject which
falls outside of the literary works, films and themes of the specification.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

GCE AS and A LEVEL GERMAN 15

The independent research project will enable learners to:








develop research skills in German
demonstrate the ability to initiate and conduct individual research on a subject of
personal interest relating to the countries or communities where German is
spoken
identify a key question or subject of interest
select relevant information in German from a range of authentic sources including
the internet
use information to illustrate knowledge and understanding of the research subject
analyse and summarise research findings
elaborate on key points of interest as appropriate through oral presentation and
discussion.

As far as possible candidates in any one centre should choose completely different
subjects for the independent research project. However, if more than one candidate
in the same centre chooses the same subject, the content, approach and
presentation of the independent research project must be distinctly different to any
other candidate's work on the same subject.
During the speaking assessment candidates will be expected to employ the following
skills:





using language spontaneously to initiate communication; ask and answer
questions; express thoughts and feelings; present viewpoints; develop
arguments; persuade; and analyse and evaluate in speech, including interaction
with speakers of the language
applying knowledge of pronunciation, morphology and syntax, vocabulary and
idiom to communicate accurately and coherently, using a range of expression –
including the list of grammar in Appendix A
using language learning skills and strategies, including communication strategies
such as adjusting the message, circumlocution, self-correction and repair
strategies.

Examples of independent research projects
The following areas of interest for the independent research project are suggestions
only: they are not intended to be prescriptive.








Theme/s from a literary text or film not studied for the written assessment
Wie ist der Erfolg der Afd in Deutschland zu erklӓren?
Wie gehen die Deutschen mit ihrer Vergangenheit um?
Welche Rolle spielt der Islam in Deutschland?
Wie hat sich Deutschland durch die hohe Zahl der Flϋchtlinge verӓndert?
Wie international sind die Deutschen?
Wie hat sich das Bildungssystem durch die Einfϋhrung des Zentralabiturs in
einigen Bundeslӓndern Verӓndert?

After the two minute presentation, examiners will ask questions in German which will
enable candidates to demonstrate the skills outlined above. Questions will be openended to avoid the candidate using pre-learnt material.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Question types may include:








''What made you choose...?''
''Give an example of...''
''What are your reasons for...?''
''What are your feelings about...?''
''I take a different point of view... ''
''Tell me more about... ''
''What are the differences/similarities between...?''

If in doubt about the independent research project, it is always possible to contact the
Subject Officer at WJEC.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Unit 4: Listening, reading and translation
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
30% of qualification
100 marks
Stimulus material will be in German, based on the two themes at A level under
the areas of interest: social issues and trends and political, intellectual and
artistic culture.
Section A: Listening
Questions which may include multiple choice, gap-fill answers,
summary/assimilation style questions and comprehension questions in
German.
Section B: Reading
Questions based on texts provided in a supplementary reading folder which
may include true/false statements, multiple choice, gap-fill answers,
summary/assimilation style questions and comprehension questions and
answers in German.
Section C: Translation
An unseen passage or passages from English/Welsh into German (minimum
of 100 words).
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the
assessment.

In Unit 4 candidates will be expected to demonstrate their competence in the following
skills:










listening and responding to spoken passages including some extended passages
from a range of different contexts and sources, adapted as necessary, covering
different registers and types, including authentic communication involving one or
more speakers
reading and responding to a variety of texts including some extended texts written for
different purposes and audiences drawn from a range of authentic sources, including
contemporary, historical and literary, fiction and non-fiction texts, adapted as
necessary
understanding the main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material
inferring meaning from complex spoken and written material, including factual and
abstract content
assimilating and using information from spoken and written sources, including
material from online media
summarising information from spoken and written sources, reporting key points and
subject matter in speech and writing
translating an unseen passage or passages from English/Welsh into German.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Unit 5: Critical and analytical response in writing (closed-book)
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
12% of qualification
40 marks
Critical and analytical response in writing:
Candidates will complete one task on the literary work studied:
Task – Produce a critical and analytical response in writing, in approximately
400 words, to a question on the literary work studied taken from the prescribed
list.
Candidates will have a choice of two questions.
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries or texts in any part of the
assessment.

Studying the literary work
A set of carefully selected authentic works in German is offered for study in this
specification. The provision of four literary works provides a source from which to
choose. The works reflect cultural and literary elements in the development of the
countries/communities where German is spoken. Through the study of the chosen
work taken from the prescribed list in the specification, the learner will:







develop a detailed understanding of the works in German
acquire the skills to appreciate and analyse the works
demonstrate a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered
be able to respond critically and analytically in writing to the works in German
be able to give a critical and analytical response to features such as the form and
the technique of presentation of the work as appropriate to the works studied
engage critically with stimulating works in German, developing an appreciation of
sophisticated and creative uses of the language and understanding them within
their cultural and social context.

As this is a closed book exam, centres may use any edition of the prescribed works.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Prescribed works at A level
Four literary works are available for study at A level. Candidates are required to study
only one.

Works: Literature
1.

Bertold Brecht: Der gute Mensch von Sezuan
A play (1943)

2.

Friederich Dürrenmatt: Die Physiker
A play (1962)

3.

Dirk Kurbjuweit: Zweier ohne
A novel (2001)

4.

Siegfried Lenz: Das Fundbüro
A novel (2003)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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3 ASSESSMENT
3.1 Assessment objectives and weightings
Below are the assessment objectives for this specification. Learners must:
AO1 (AS/A level)
Understand and respond:
 in speech to spoken language including face-to-face interaction;
 in writing to spoken language drawn from a variety of sources
AO2 (AS/A level)
Understand and respond:
 in speech to written language drawn from a variety of sources;
 in writing to written language drawn from a variety of sources
AO3 (AS/A level)
Manipulate the language accurately, in spoken and written forms, using a range of
lexis and structure
AO4 (AS only)
Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically to, different aspects of
the culture and society of countries/communities where the language is spoken.
AO4 (A level only)
Show knowledge and understanding of, and respond critically and analytically to,
different aspects of the culture and society of countries/communities where the
language is spoken
Assessment objectives are shown below as a percentage of the full A level.

AS Unit 1
AS Unit 2
A2 Unit 3
A2 Unit 4
A2 Unit 5
Overall weighting

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

AO1
2%
6%
3%
9%
20%

AO2
2%
10%
3%
15%
30%

AO3
4%
8%
6%
6%
6%
30%

AO4
4%
4%
6%
6%
20%

Total
12%
28%
18%
30%
12%
100%
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3.2 Arrangements for non-examination assessment
Non-exam assessment accounts for 30% of this GCE qualification; AS 12% and A
level 18%. The following are general guidelines for the conduct of Units 1 and 3:
Speaking. All non-exam assessment must be conducted under controlled conditions
as outlined below, and in accordance with regulatory requirements.
Learners are not permitted to use dictionaries in any part of the assessment.
Task setting and format of the assessment
General (Unit 1 AS and Unit 3 A level)
Timing and marking
The speaking assessments will be conducted and assessed by a visiting examiner
appointed by WJEC. He/she will conduct and mark the assessment, which will be
digitally recorded.
The speaking assessments will take place during a five-week period between April
and May. The visiting examiner will contact centres directly to arrange a visit to
conduct the assessment. The visiting examiner will take dates of school holidays
during this period into account when arranging a visit. However, centres should bear
in mind that the visiting examiner will have many centres to examine and, in order to
help the examiner and to be fair to all, centres must be flexible with dates.
Conduct of the assessments
Candidates will be allowed only one attempt at each speaking assessment. The only
circumstances in which a candidate can be re-tested are if there is a technical
malfunction during the assessment (so that, for example, the assessment has not
been recorded or is inaudible) or an incident occurs beyond the examiner's control
which prevents the completion of the assessment. In any such circumstance the
visiting examiner must inform WJEC immediately and inform the examinations officer
at the centre.
Audio recordings rather than video recordings are specified because the
assessments are only of candidates’ proficiency in the language (as well as
knowledge and understanding of the themes), not of their presentation skills.
The visiting examiner conducting the assessments will make every effort to meet all
candidates in a group before the individual assessments, in order to put them at
ease. He/she will introduce him/herself, speak a little in German to familiarise
candidates with their voices, talk to them informally and answer any preliminary
questions that might arise.
Centres will need to keep a record of the examining schedule including dates when
the assessments are conducted.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Unit 1 - AS
Task format and setting
The speaking assessment comprises two sets of stimulus cards-Sets A and B. Set A
(argument) cards are based on the theme Understanding the German-speaking
world. Set B (discussion) cards are based on the theme being a young person in
German-speaking society. Candidates are able to pre-select a sub-theme from the
theme Understanding the German- speaking world prior to the speaking assessment.
The examiner will bring a full set of cards to the centre. Tasks will be set by the
WJEC.
Candidates will be shown two cards out of a possible four from Set A (argument),
based on their pre-chosen sub-theme. The examiner will decide which two cards to
show the candidate. They will be asked to select one out of the two shown.
Candidates will be asked to choose one card from Set B (discussion) from a possible
six. Candidates will not be permitted to see the cards from Set B before making their
choice. The candidate may choose which card they wish to start the assessment,
either Set A (argument) on Understanding the German- speaking world or Set B
(discussion) on Being a young person in German-speaking society.
Set A stimulus card (argument). Understanding the German-speaking world (56 minutes)
Arguing a point of view based on a written stimulus card
The card will contain a stimulus in German with two opposing views based on one of
the two sub-themes from the theme Understanding the German-speaking world:



Regional culture and heritage in Germany, German-speaking countries and
communities
Literature, art, film and music in the German-speaking world

The candidate must tell the examiner, before they commence the assessment on the
Set A card, which standpoint they have chosen to argue. The examiner will argue the
opposing standpoint as outlined on the card and will do so in order to elicit the best
response possible from the candidate. The candidate should remember that for the
purpose of the assessment there is no right or wrong standpoint.
Set B stimulus card (discussion). Being a young person in German-speaking
society (7-9 minutes)
A discussion based on a written stimulus card
This card contains a short text and three questions in German to which the candidate
will prepare answers. The examiner will ask the candidate the three questions in the
order in which they appear on the stimulus card. The questions provide a platform
upon which to base a discussion on the theme presented. After the candidate's
response to the three questions the examiner will explore other points related to the
theme and follow up points raised by the candidate during the discussion. The
candidate will continue the discussion with the examiner, responding to further
questions related to them.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Task taking
On the day(s) when the assessment is conducted, each candidate will have a
preparation time of fifteen minutes which will be supervised. Once the candidate has
chosen the two cards he/she will decide which card to do first with the examiner and
use the time to prepare the tasks.
During the preparation time the candidate may, if they wish, make notes in German,
English or Welsh on a separate piece of paper, not on the cards. The candidate may
refer to these notes during the assessment. The notes are an aid to memory and
must not constitute whole sentences or a complete text. Reading out whole
sentences or a complete text will have a detrimental effect on a candidate's
spontaneity. The candidate will hand the notes to the visiting examiner at the end of
the assessment. The examiner will keep the notes until the end of the Enquiry about
Results period.
After the preparation period the candidate will spend 5-6 minutes on the Set A
(argument) card and 7-9 minutes on the Set B (discussion) card with the examiner.
The candidate may choose the order of the tasks.
Timings for each stimulus card must be adhered to. Any speaking evidence which
exceeds these timings will not be marked.
Candidates' performance depends not only on their own capacity and ability but also
on the nature of the questions which the visiting examiner asks. Therefore the visiting
examiner is advised to familiarise him/herself with the descriptors on the assessment
grid provided for these two tasks. This will ensure that the questions asked stretch
and challenge candidates and give them the opportunity to achieve their potential
and access the full mark scheme.
Unit 3 - A level
In preparation for the speaking assessment the learner will have undertaken an
independent research project (see section 2.2 for full details). The speaking
assessment will be conducted at centres by a visiting examiner appointed by WJEC.
He/she will conduct and mark the assessment which will be digitally recorded.
During preparation for the A level speaking assessment candidates must complete
the independent research pro-forma providing the title of their research project and
outlining up to 10 key points in English/Welsh. This pro-forma can be downloaded
from the subject page on the WJEC website and is also shown on page 26 of this
specification. The purpose of the pro-forma is to provide the visiting examiner with
some prior information about the candidate's chosen independent research project.
The pro-forma will be sent by the centre to the visiting examiner at least three weeks
before the beginning of the assessment period in April. In order to ensure that the
pro-forma is sufficiently informative for the visiting examiner, the candidate's teacher
may assist with its completion. The pro-forma itself will not be assessed. The
candidate may bring a copy of the pro-forma to the speaking assessment which
he/she can use as a prompt if necessary for the presentation and discussion. The
pro-forma is an aid to memory only and will not provide linguistic support in German.
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The assessment will comprise the following:
Task - Presentation and discussion on candidate's independent research
project
(a)

Each candidate will give a spoken presentation in German of an independent
research project, selected by the candidate. The presentation will last 2
minutes. If the presentation lasts longer than the allocated time the examiner
will interrupt the candidate with a question related to the independent
research project. This will indicate the beginning of the discussion. There are
no additional marks available for a presentation which extends beyond 2
minutes.

(b)

A discussion in German comprising responses by the candidate to questions
relating to their independent research project. The questions will be set and
asked by the visiting examiner. The discussion will last 9-10 minutes
maximum.

Task taking
The speaking assessments will take place during a five-week period between April
and May. The visiting examiner will contact centres directly to arrange a visit to
conduct the assessment. The visiting examiner will take dates of the school holidays
during this period into account when arranging a visit. However, centres should bear
in mind that the visiting examiner will have many centres to examine and in order to
help the visiting examiner and to be fair to all, centres must be flexible with dates.
On the day(s) when the assessment is conducted, each candidate will arrive at the
appointed time for the speaking assessment with the visiting examiner. There will be
no formal preparation time before the assessment begins.
If the candidate has chosen to use a copy of the independent research project proforma as an aid to memory, he/she will show it to the visiting examiner before the
assessment begins. This is to ensure that the copy only contains notes in English. A
copy of a pro-forma found to contain notes in German will be retained by the visiting
examiner and the candidate will not have access to it during the assessment.
The assessment will commence with the candidate's presentation of the independent
research project which will last a maximum of 2 minutes. This will then be followed by
a discussion with the visiting examiner based on the project lasting 9-10 minutes
maximum. At the end of the discussion on the presentation, if a copy of the pro-forma
has been used by the candidate it will be handed to the visiting examiner.
Timings for the assessment must be adhered to. Any evidence which exceeds these
timings will not be marked.
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Authentication
It is important that non-exam assessment is rigorously monitored by centres to
ensure that candidates' work is their own.
All candidates are required to sign the independent research project pro-forma
endorsing the originality of their research and centres must countersign that they
have taken all responsible steps to validate this. Validity can be further enhanced by
careful attention to the following points:




careful record-keeping of the progress of learner's work
careful consideration of whether the work prepared is characteristic of the
learner's ability
keeping any preparatory work securely locked in a cabinet or cupboard.

Acknowledgements
Reference to source must be clearly acknowledged on the independent research
project pro-forma (see page 26).
Preparation
Guidance that may be given by teachers in the preparation of the independent
research project is limited to:





suitability of the topic chosen in relation to the achievement of assessment
objectives
verification that the independent research project is not replicated in content,
approach and presentation by more than one candidate
direction of candidates to the skills required to successfully present and discuss
their independent research project (pages 14-16 of this specification)
direction on how to source and reference appropriate information.

Research Methods
Sources should be authentic and in German. They could include newspaper and
magazine articles, online sources, reports, literary texts, films, television, radio,
interviews etc. Any researched sources must be referenced on the independent
research project pro-forma.
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A LEVEL GERMAN - Unit 3
Independent Research Project Pro-forma - online version available
Candidate name

Candidate
number

Centre name

Centre number

*I certify that the research and preparation I have undertaken for Unit 3 Independent Research
Project is my own work ………………………………………… (*Candidate signature)

Teacher name

Teacher signature **

Date

** I declare that the research and preparation that has been undertaken by the named
candidate above for Unit 3 Independent Research Project is the candidate’s own work and
that no mock oral has been conducted and/or feedback given on the live IRP.

Film studied at AS

…………………………………………………………..

Literary text studied at A Level

…………………………………………………………..

N.B. A copy of this proforma must to be sent to the visiting examiner three weeks
prior to the assessment taking place. The candidate is permitted to bring a copy of
this form with him/her to the assessment provided no extra notes are added.
Title of the independent research project :

Outline of the independent research project : (up to 10 key points in English/Welsh
only)

Sources referenced: (include full title of source, with dates where applicable)

Section below to be completed by visiting examiner
Date of assessment :
Visiting examiner name……………………………………………………...
Visiting examiner signature…………………………………………………
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4 TECHNICAL INFORMATION
4.1 Making entries
This is a unitised specification which allows for an element of staged assessment.
Assessment opportunities will be available in the summer assessment period each
year, until the end of the life of the specification.
Units 1 and 2 will be available in 2017 (and each year thereafter) and the AS
qualification will be awarded for the first time in summer 2017.
Units 3, 4 and 5 will be available in 2018 (and each year thereafter) and the A level
qualification will be awarded for the first time in summer 2018.
Candidates may resit an individual unit ONCE only. The better uniform mark score
from the two attempts will be used in calculating the final overall qualification
grade(s).
A qualification may be taken more than once. However, if all units have been
attempted twice, candidates will have to make a fresh start by entering all units and
the appropriate cash-in(s). No result from units taken prior to the fresh start can be
used in aggregating the new grade(s).
The entry codes appear below.
Title
AS Unit 1

Speaking
Listening, Reading,
AS Unit 2 Translation and Critical
Response in Writing
A2 Unit 3 Speaking
Listening, Reading and
A2 Unit 4
Translation
Critical and Analytical
A2 Unit 5
Response in Writing
AS Qualification cash-in
A level Qualification cash-in

Entry codes
English-medium Welsh-medium
282001
2820N1
2820U2

2820N2

1820U3

1820N3

1820U4

1820N4

1820U5

1820N5

2820QS
1820QS

2820CS
1820CS

The current edition of our Entry Procedures and Coding Information gives up-to-date
entry procedures.
There is no restriction on entry for this specification with any other WJEC AS or
A level specification.
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4.2 Grading, awarding and reporting
The overall grades for the GCE AS qualification will be recorded as a grade on a
scale A to E. The overall grades for the GCE A level qualification will be recorded as
a grade on a scale A* to E. Results not attaining the minimum standard for the award
will be reported as U (unclassified). Unit grades will be reported as a lower case letter
a to e on results slips but not on certificates.
The Uniform Mark Scale (UMS) is used in unitised specifications as a device for
reporting, recording and aggregating candidates' unit assessment outcomes. The
UMS is used so that candidates who achieve the same standard will have the same
uniform mark, irrespective of when the unit was taken. Individual unit results and the
overall subject award will be expressed as a uniform mark on a scale common to all
GCE qualifications. An AS GCE has a total of 200 uniform marks and an A level GCE
has a total of 500 uniform marks. The maximum uniform mark for any unit depends
on that unit’s weighting in the specification.
Uniform marks correspond to unit grades as follows:
Unit Grade
Unit
Weighting
Unit 1 (12%)
Unit 2 (28%)
Unit 3 (18%)
Unit 4 (30%)
Unit 5 (12%)

Maximum unit uniform
mark
60
140
90
150
60

a

b

48
112
72
120
48

42
98
63
105
42

c

d

e

36
84
54
90
36

30
70
45
75
30

24
56
36
60
24

The uniform marks obtained for each unit are added up and the subject grade is
based on this total.

GCE AS
GCE A level

Maximum uniform marks
200
500

A
160
400

Qualification grade
B
C
D
E
140 120 100
80
350 300 250 200

At A level, Grade A* will be awarded to candidates who have achieved a Grade A
(400 uniform marks) in the overall A level qualification and at least 90% of the total
uniform marks for the A2 units (270 uniform marks).
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APPENDIX A
Grammatical content, appropriate to German
Learners will be expected to have studied the grammatical system and structures of the
language during their course. Knowledge of the grammar and structures specified for GCSE
is assumed. In the examination learners will be required to use, actively and accurately,
grammar and structures appropriate to the tasks set, drawn from the following lists. The
mention of an item in these lists implies knowledge of both its forms and its functions at an
appropriate level of accuracy and complexity. The examples in italics in parentheses are
indicative; that is, they serve to illustrate the part of speech or structure that the candidate
must know and hence do not represent an exhaustive specification of the required
grammatical knowledge. For items marked (R), receptive knowledge only is required.

AS level
Nouns
Gender
Singular and plural forms
Case marking on nouns
Weak masculine nouns
Determiners
Definite article
Indefinite article, including kein
Demonstratives, including der/die/das
Possessives
Other determiners (e.g. alle, viel/viele, welcher)
Pronouns
Personal pronouns
Reflexive pronouns
Relative pronouns
Demonstrative pronouns
Possessive pronouns
Indefinite pronouns (e.g. jemand)
Interrogative pronouns (e.g. wer)
Adjectives
Adjectival endings
Comparative and superlative
Adjectives with the dative (e.g. es ist mir klar)
Adjectives with prepositions (e.g. stolz auf)
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Adverbs and adverbials
Time
Place
Direction (e.g. hin, heraus)
Manner
Degree (e.g. sehr)
Interrogative (e.g. wann, warum)
Comparative and superlative
Numbers and fractions
Clock time, days of the week, months
Modal Particles / Discourse Markers
e.g. ja, doch, wohl
Verbs
Principal parts of weak, strong and irregular verbs
Reflexive verbs
Separable/inseparable
Auxiliary verbs (haben, sein, werden)
Use of haben or sein in the perfect
Modal verbs (dürfen, können, mögen, müssen, sollen, wollen): present and imperfect
tenses; imperfect subjunctive of mögen and können
Infinitive constructions (um… zu, ohne… zu, verbs with zu)
Infinitive constructions (lassen and sich lassen with infinitive)
Tense, voice and mood
Present
Past (i.e. simple past/imperfect)
Perfect
Perfect (modal verbs) (R)
Pluperfect
Future
Future perfect (R)
Conditional
Conditional perfect (R)
Passive with werden
Imperative
Subjunctive in conditional clauses (past)
Subjunctive in conditional clauses (pluperfect) (R)
Subjunctive in indirect speech (R)
Prepositions
Fixed case and dual case
Prepositional adverbs (da(r)+preposition, e.g. darauf)
Conjunctions
Coordinating
Subordinating
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The case system
The subject and the finite verb
Accusative objects
Dative objects
Prepositional objects
The use of the nominative case with copular verbs (e.g. sein, werden, bleiben)
Clause structure and word order
Main clause word order
Questions and commands
Position of pronouns
Position of adverbials
Position of nicht
Word order variation to change emphasis
Subordinate clauses introduced by a conjunction (e.g. dass, obwohl)
Word formation
Compound nouns
Forming nouns from verbs
Forming nouns from adjectives
Forming verbs from nouns
Forming verbs from adjectives
Separable and inseparable verb prefixes

A level
All grammar and structures listed for AS level, plus:
Adjectives
Use of long adjective phrases (R)
Tense, voice and mood
Perfect (modal verbs)
Future perfect
Conditional perfect
Conditional sentence with omitted wenn, e.g. Hätte ich mehr Zeit gehabt, wäre das
nicht passiert (R)
Passive with sein
Subjunctive in conditional clauses (pluperfect)
All forms of indirect speech
Clause structure and word order
Use of the prepositional adverb (da(r)+preposition, e.g. darauf) to anticipate dass
clauses and dependent infinitive clauses (R)
WJEC GCE AS and A Level German specification from 2016/ED
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