
 

Learning Pathways Advice. 
Choosing a handful of subjects to take in Year 12 is a decision you should not take lightly. The A-

levels/Level 3 qualifications you pick now can impact what you do later, namely the courses you can 

apply to at university, the apprenticeships you are eligible for, or the career you follow.  That said, if 

you don't know what you want to do in the future, you can still make smart choices now that will leave 

you in the best position in two years' time.   

 

UCAS says that the most important criteria for choosing are: 

1. What you are likely to enjoy and be good at?  

 

2. Are there any particular subjects and grades you may need? If you have a particular career, job 

or further study in mind you may need to choose certain A levels in order to meet entry 

requirements. 

 

3. How open you want to keep your future study and career choices? 

 

UCAS has a good guide on choosing subjects that can be found at 

https://www.ucas.com/sites/default/files/tips_on_choosing_a_levels_march_2015_0.pdf 

Similarly, Careers Wales has some very useful information at https://careerswales.gov.wales/courses-

and-training/choosing-subjects-and-courses-at-16 and at https://careerswales.gov.wales/courses-and-

training/how-to-choose-the-right-subject-or-course 

 

How not to choose your subjects 

1. Don’t copy your friends  

Choosing your A-levels is one of the first significant decisions in your life where you have a 

major say – enjoy this taste of responsibility! Don’t just take a subject so you’ll be in a class with 

your friends, nor be turned off by one because of what others think of it. 

 

2. Don’t just think about the 'now' 

It's worth keeping the future in mind when making your A-level choices – what subjects or 

careers might you want to pursue? Remember, you need certain A-levels for some degree 

courses, while some universities have preferred subjects. 

 

3. Don’t forget, your current subjects aren't the only ones 

There are a number of refreshing A-level subjects which aren’t commonly available at GCSE, 

such as psychology and criminology. Shake things up a bit after a decade of studying the same 

subjects! 
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I’m not sure what career I want to follow 

At this stage it can be very difficult to know what you want to do as a career, and your mind may well 

change over the coming months and years.  We can arrange for you to speak to a Careers Adviser, 

although you can do a ‘job matching quiz’ at https://careerswales.gov.wales/plan-your-career/job-

matching-quiz where you will answer questions about you, your hobbies etc and then be given 

information on careers that match your answers.  This will enable you to look at the details of these 

jobs, along with the qualifications you will need. 

 

I’m thinking of going to University 

Many University courses do not require any specific qualifications to do a degree, they just specify that 

you need to achieve certain grades.  However, there are others that specify that you need certain 

qualifications.  To check whether this applies to you, you need to go to UCAS.com (this holds all the 

degrees available at all the universities in the UK) 

 

 
 

In this example we’re looking for the requirements to do engineering, once you’ve entered the name of 

the course, press ‘search’. 
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  Choose ‘Undergraduate’ 

 

 
 

 

The results screen will show you all the Universities (in this case there are 214) that offer the various 

forms of Engineering (in this case there are over 3700 courses) 

 



 
 

 
 

I’ve decided I’m interested in Civil Engineering at Cardiff University (I’ve scrolled through the options in 

the results). To do this I click on the Civil Engineering course 

 

 
 

This page holds lots of useful information, but I’m most interested in what I need to achieve to apply 

for the course.  To do this I choose ‘Entry requirements’ 



 
 

 
On this page I can see that I will need to achieve AAA-AAB in my A-levels and that I must do A-level 

Maths.  It also shows me if any BTEC qualifications are accepted. 

 

Below are a few other examples to give you an idea of what to expect; 

• Pharmacy must have: chemistry, plus at least one from biology, maths and physics 

• English must have: usually English literature, maybe English literature and language or English 

language 

• Geology / earth sciences must have: at least two from maths, physics, chemistry and biology 

• Economics sometimes need: maths, very rarely do you need economics 

 

  



 
I’m interested in a career/apprenticeship after Form 6 

Lots of useful information on apprenticeships can be found at 

https://careerswales.gov.wales/apprenticeships 

 
 

Also, on https://careerswales.gov.wales/apprenticeships/employers-who-offer-apprenticeships there’s 

a list of major employers who offer apprenticeships, including what qualifications you need; 

 
 

  

https://careerswales.gov.wales/apprenticeships
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Summary 

There is a lot to think about. You should: 

• Research your subject options and your career ideas. 

• Take time to think through your decision. 

• Listen to the advice of your Teachers, Careers Advisers and parents. 

• Make a short list of subjects and options. 

• Make an informed decision. You may hear lots of different ideas and opinions. Check the facts 

out for yourself. 

 


